Punta Gorda parks a bargain

neofthe advan-
Olages of my previous
career as editor of

the Punta GordaHerald
was that | had unlimited
space inwhichto stick

my ramblings.Need more
space? Noproblem, Iwould
just take it from some other
unfortunate wyriter.

No more; now | have
space limitations,which
iswhy | couldn'tgetall
ofPuclta Gorda'shidden
pakks covekedin previous
column. Hereisthe rest
of the tour of smallparks |
took with my guide,urban
planner MitchAustin.

The biggestofthese parks
is the Nature Park.Located-
.atBalHarbor Boulemard
and Aqui EstaDrivein
Punta Gordalsles,the park
completelyencirclesthe fire
station onAqui Esta,where
the ent:rallceare located.

The coolthing about
the Nature Parkisthat
it'sa patch ofthe natuxal
world smack in the middle
ofPutlta Gorda. Cabbage
palms and other native
plants abound. Coolestof
all,likeso many others in
the city,the park was done
on the cheap.

"The property was pur-
chased wyith monjes from
the Horida Communities
Thlstas preservation land,"
Austins~d. ""~e amenities
were put inWltha recre-.
ation grant from the state of
Horida. It'sa freebie except
formaintenance."
abundant Thereisawell-
marked, mile-longtrailwith
two loops and illustrated
sigrl$ointingout wildlife
and plants you may see
whilethere. The trail, some
of itboardwalk, takes walk-
ersto a PGlgaltyvatercanal
with a fishingpier,aswellas
#dal and freshwateryiews.

Downtown, two liftle-,
park jewelsare tucked away
among the buildingsand
restaurants. Kudosgo to
TEAMPunta Ggrdaforthe
way Hector House Plaza
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and Herald Court Cgnter
Parklook- beautifyl
landscaping and brick pav-
erspaid forby TEAMwith
la~or provided by mem?ers

packed together downtown,
I know many people think
Hector House Plaza,at the
comer of TaylorStreetand
OlympiaAvenue,belongs
to the adjoiningWotitzky,
WotitzkyRoss& McKiilley
law finp. Not so; itsitson
cityproperty logalhistory
buffs consider hallowed
ground - the'site ofthe
house owned by TomHec-
tor, where the cityofPunta
was named and incorpo-
rated in 1887. Taketime to
read the marker to find out
more interestinghistorical
tidbits.

~0

, Ithas a nice patch
of grassin the middle,
benches and two chess
tables for those so inclined.
Asthe photo on this page
illustrates,the plaza offers
agreatviewofthe restored
courthouse.

Parkisthe most lushly
landscaped piece of city
property, thanks to TEAM,
which just finished adding
additional plantings in this
pocket park just across~er-

Ug Landscape Commlt-.—l ~d Court from the par~
e P L'fatage.
Sinceeverythingis so ~ Itmay alsobe the

m~st anonymous, largely
because itabuts the now-
closedThitleGub and
looksas ifitison private
propexty.That maynot be
aproblem much longer,
since the cit'Yhas already
installeda column on
which a plaque likethe one
at Pittman Park Extension
willbe placed.
Thislittlepatk is a great
place to sit, drink coffeeand
chat with friends.The large
fountain offersambience

and the matuce trees shade.,

It'san oasisof quiet and
much under utilized.

more than 50 yard-;'
-, away;Herald Court Center

uusten

Perhaps equallyun-
kriownis BakerParkofthe
grounds ofthe BakerPre-K
Center at Martin Luther
KingJr.Boulevardand
East Charlotte Avenue.lt's
only unkpown to those of
us who dop'twork or go
to school at Baker.It'sone
amepity - pairs ofbenches
- areheavilyused bythe
school,

"The six-seaterstrollers
pullinto the seatingareas

forsnack time," Austin SaJ.~.

)'SiX . 0fth~ patks I'vewrit-
Iten about ithe Herald-
Hector House Plaza,Herald
Court, Sculpture Garden,
Unear, Pittman Exten-
sionand Baker- have
been built since Hurricane
CharleyY oumight wonder-
whythe cityisadding so
many pakks that need to
be maintained in atime
ofbudget shortages.The
answer iseasy-- TEAM
Punta Goydaand the skillful
use of limited resourceson
the city'spart.
"TEAMPunta Gordahas
investedtime, money and
resourcesand reallyhelped
51S improve our parks,'J
said.
Asforpayingforall ese

amenities, the cityhas a
plan to keep costs down.
"Wedo allwe can to
enhance our amenities
‘through various funding
sources, federaland state,
aswellas private developers
in the case of Pittman and
Sc~pture G~udenparks,:'he
Sald?-the Clfy'Successill
acqumng ~t  money.
And.the Cltyh~ been
~ownnght ~gak inspend-
~ taxpay~rs~0!ley to
e CZU(.) ~~ d.
=anti=%%Ntask ssSalisa
"Partof the strategyisto
keep costsin mind when
buying Iand'§cape materials
and equipment,” he said.
"Forexample,we use native
plants that dop't need much
care.We'retryingto be as
cost conscious as possible.”
Proofofthisis in the
budget numbers. Only 11
or 12 employeestake care
ofallour pa:ks c:ndm~y
ofthe plantmgs innmedians
and rights ?f.wa~The b~d-
get,$1.5 milli?n i112908; 1S
downto $1.2 i112010.
Remember, they are your
parks.Usethem and rent
them by callingUsa
Harmon at 941-575-3314.
Enjoy.
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The Nature Park fishing pier has a view and isa good place for anglers 2 Landscaping, chess tables and a view of the historic courthouse
td escape the wind that can plague more exposed piers. : are the main amenities at Hector House Plaza.

Shade, benches and a burbling fountain make Herald Court Park : : Baker Park has win~ing sidewalks. and shady seating areas
a pexfect place for a quiet chat ora cup of coffee. that are popular during‘ the Baker Pre-K Center's snack time.
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