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ecently a friend
told me of a na-
tionally-televised

show that was featur-
ing what the citizens of
Wilmington, Ohio were
doing after a major
employer left town,
leaving the community
economically devas-
tated. Not only did this
interest me to learn
what other communi-
ties do in recovery, but
I was also curious since
I spent some of my
early childhood years
living there.

As [ watched the pro-
gram, the host singled
out two young men sit-
ting in the front row of
the audience. The host
asked why they were
here in this town where
opportunity was slim.
They responded by

saying how much they
loved their town and
that they were passion-
ate about helping with
its renaissance. It was
pointed out that they
held opposing politi-
cal views and yet the
young men said that
it didn't matter. What
was important to them
was that, together, they
were helping better
their community.

I recognized that
this is what has hap-
pened in Punta Gorda
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Our common goal continues to bring us together

and with Team Punta
Gorda. We come from
all walks of life and
geographical locations,
are young and old, are
working and retired,
with varied political
beliefs. Yet, we come
together for one com-
mon goal—making our
community a better
place to live, work, and
play. What was initially
the focus on disaster
recovery has grown
into a passionate
journey.

It is interesting to
me, that after all that
has been done to
rebuild our community
from a natural disaster,
no national media
outlet has told our
great story. Five years
after Katrina, the
negative news of what

remains to be done
became an attention
getter. Five years after
Hurricane Charley,
one couldn’t tell that

a natural disaster had
ever occurred, a recov-
ery of extraordinary
proportions.

Thanks to our citi-
zens and government
coming together in
a common goal, we
remain a positive role
model. After six years
of existence, Team
Punta Gorda is focused
on a long list of 2010-
11 priorities as de-
scribed on our website
at www.Teampunta
gorda.org. It is reward-
ing that new volunteers
continue to join us in
this effort.

Team Punta Gorda
is only one of many
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groups who have
united to help pur-
sue our common
goal. For example, the
Punta Gorda Boat-
ers’ Alliance, led by
Murray and Marilyn
Thorndycraft, recently
organized a beach
revitalization project at
Gilchrist Park to make
the area more attrac-
tive to those who enjoy
the park and to boaters
anchored off shore who
want to use the beach
to land their dinghies.
Now Team Port
Charlotte is forming to
help with the medical
arts district revitaliza-
tion much as Team
Punta Gorda has in the
south Charlotte County
area. To join the Port
Charlotte citizens’
effort, please contact
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them at their new
e-mail address
Teamportcharlotte@
gmail.com. To become
more involved in Team
Punta Gorda’s hap-
penings, check out
our website or contact
Team Punta Gorda at
637-Team or e-mail
Team@Teampunta
gorda.org. Sign up

to receive our e-news-
letter, Team Talk,

right on our home
page. We welcome
your participation on
one of our many
committees.

Everyone at Team
Punta Gorda wishes
you and yours a
healthy, happy, and
prosperous 2011!

Nancy Prafke is CEO
of Team Punta Gorda.




