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Volunteer and pursue your passion just like Auc]re}f

olunteerism is a
key component
in the fabric of

our Charlotte County
community. How
would the 400 non-
profit organizations in
Charlotte County de-
liver essential services
or conduct business
withouwt voluntesrs?
How would countless
fundraising programs
take place without
volunteers? How would
our religious com-
mumnity nourish our
spirial needs with-
out volunteerss What
would our govern-
ment processes be liks
withiout the moyriad of
commitiees and boards
on which volunteers
servel How would our
school system function
withouwt voluntesr sup-
port? How would our
leal fire, palice, and
sheriff departments

provide the high level
of support we expect
without veluntesrs?
Volunteerism is deep-
Iy rooted in our society
It stems from the days
of neighbors helping
neighbars to cope with
the challenges of livi
in the n-e:ng'lud.d JITS
a normal way of life for
us whens we add capac-
ity and quality to what
would not have been
otherwise possible.
Ever since | moved to
this area I've been very
impressed with what
wvoluntesrs are able to
achieve. It's remark-

able! What motivates
us to contribute this
extraordinary level of
volunteerism? Perhaps
it iz a schoal require-
ment. Is gratification
from helping othems? Is
it social interaction? Is
it something to do to
ocoupy one's idle time?
Is it the opportunity to
use professional skills
in another setting? Is
it the opportunity to
learn? Is it to fulfill a
passion and make a
difference?

Charlotte County is
blessed with avaluable
base of retired citizens
who share their talents
as volunteers. They use
their acquired skills to
keep actrve and help
their adopted hame. It
is truly a reasume. These
people are valuable
contributers along with
our younger citizens
with whom they serve

side by side. One such
voluntesr, Audrey Seay,
shared her alents
throughout Charlotte
County until a brief
illness comcluded her
life journey on July 27.
It was an honor to hawe
served with her.
Audrey participated
on several Charlotte
County Boards and
Committess and took
this respomsibility on
behalf of our citizens
very serioushys She
served on the Board
af the Arts and Hu-
mamnities Council of
Charlotte County and
was a strong advo-
cate fior the arts. Mast
mcenthy fudrey served
as Te::g Pu.ntr:FGumdu.'l
Genernment Relations
Committes Chair. She
facilitated Charlotte
County joining the City
af Punta Gorda and
Team Punta Gorda in

the South County Gate-
way Project. A Desp
Creek resident, Andrey
WS a st nent
of the rjﬁ Ee¢ rth
in the Citizens' Master
Flan and was inspired
to help our community
more forvard.

Those who velun-
teered with Audrey
walued her sage adrice.
We loved her laugh
and sense of bumor.
She weated her Fellow
wolunteers with respect
and got the same in
return. When [ at-
tend ed meetings with
Audrey I noticed she
was often grested with
bugs instead of hand-
shakes, even by elected
officials.

Like my experience
with Audrey, one of the
benefits ofvolunteer-
ingis getiing to meet
and serve with people
that you would newer

have met otherwiss.

It is a rewarding and
enriching experi-

ence. From our youth
to s=nior citizens, our
society benefits from
helping organizations
thirive with volunteers.
Join in! All ars weloome!

Please save the date
for Team Punta Gorda's
annual meeting sched-
uled for 7 pum., Mow.

2 at the Punta Gorda
Isles Civic Association.
This year's theme will
be "Results through
Collaboration.” The
public is welcome. IE
you would like to wal-
unteer to help with the
annual meeting please
contact Team at teami@
teampuntagorda.org er
841-637-TEAM.

Nancy Prafie is
CBD af Team Punita
Gorda. Readers may
reach her at team@
temmpuntagordn.ong




