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Where we're going may not be what you think

harbor So many

projects have besn
completed. The town is
buzzing with activity.
Both young and ald alike
find reasons to visit and
recreate in a charming
spot on the south side of

tlotte Harbor ar the
Peace River, depending
on where vou think that
wonderful body of water
changgs from one to the
other.

Fet, we never improve
if we don't expand our
harizens. A Team Punta
Garda visioning session
on Mov 12 indicated the
need to continue our
efforis and reach out
ints other parts of
Charlotte Counte Punta
Gorda isnt an island;
rather, we're a commu-
nity that hos many inter-
depend encies with
surrounding areas. We
want the Charloibe
Harbor community to
thrive. We hope their
wision of a Gatewar Park
at the Harbork northern
edge becomes a reality.
We want to see the
positive effects of

I t's happening on the
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change ripple nerthward
aleng the Tamiami Trail.
The same logic appliss
inall directions from the
lictle city that could —
and did!

Urban Planner Jaime
Correa provided
theught-provoking
oondderatiors for hature
Ehn ning at Team Punta

orda’s annual meeting
on Mow 10, How well will
our area Fare as our
civilization changes in
the coming generations?
Whilz Team is a non-
partisan organization,
wWe aTe open to consid er-
ing the implications of
some of the changes
Correa discussad. Our
role i to educate and
inform, then the citizens
can decide,

Comsid er, as the cost
of fuel continues o
escalate over the coming
generations, where will
people decide to live? In

major
cities,
there is
already a trend to more
back to the central city
to live in & more walka-
ble environment. People
will want to live where
they can easily access all
of their nesds, perhaps
within blocks of home.
Consider, alternate
means of tramsportation,
like the bicrcle, won't be
just & fun thing to do but
perhaps be a mode of
getting from one point
to another. Punta Gorda
is already activelr
developing a network of
multi-use recreaticnal
trails that will not snly
provide an emercise
wenue buta safe lane of
ransportation through-
aut H:Pf.:i::,: The rﬂm%h
progressive cities have
bicycle lanes to help
autos and bicrcles co-
habitate. Sidewalks to

improve a communitys
pedestrian- fri endliness
are another imperative.
Congider, tansiorm-
ing our thinking from
corsumption (o conser-
wation. How do we
become aself-sustaining
community? How can
we use patable water
anly for drinking, food
preparation, and other
necessites and re-use
grey water to nourish
our landscape? Some
communities can do this
because they were
degigned that way It's
worth our consideration.
Censider, community
gardens are already
emerging throughout
the United States as a
way for people to
comvert bovns and park
areas into productive
terrain. If we're going to
water it anyway, whr not
grow food we're going to
et The City of Punia
Gorda, Team, and other
interested citizens are
warking en this concept
now, What about Flori-
da- friendly landscaping?
There are many alt=rna-
tives to grass lawns that

comserve resources and
are a lovely addition to
the landscape. The
Charlotte County
cooperative extension
affers comsiderable
information on this

bo&i-: .

o'l be hearing more
from Team a5 we consol-
idate all of the input
from our recent plan-
ning sessions. Dur
journey is just begin-

ming: If you'd like o join
Team in this process
confact us at teams®
teampuntagorda.erg ot
941-637-TEAM. Find
more informaton about
Team at wrw. teampun-
tagorda.org Team &
homaored ta have been
selected as the Punia
Gorda Chamber of
Commerce 2008 Mon-
Profit Business of the
Year



