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Our perseverance is setting
a standard for others

he new Four
Polnts by Shera-
ton Is finally open.

The Incredible landscap-
Ing Is an attention-getter
In the quickly changing
face of Punta Gorda's
harbor. Team Punta
Gorda enjoyed collabo-
rating with developer
o= Suriol in support of
this project It Is an
example of what can
grow from the combined
efforts of a developer
cltizens and government
pariners,

Lest we forget, this
project began while we
were caming together to
overcome adversity
brought on by Mother
Narture. We continue to
persevere through
difficult economic tmes
while remalning focused
on our goal of improving
our community and
quality of Ife in Char-
lotte County. Our “can
do® attimde 1s blazing a
trall and making an
Impact beyond what you
might imagine.

Last January | wrote
abaout a FEMA confer-
ence call where Char-
lotte County, Clty of
Punta Gorda and Team
Punta Gorda repressnta-
thves were asked to shame
our recovery story with
the Texas coast that was
devastated by Hurricane
Ike. What an honor and
Ineredible cpportunity
to help others The story
doesnt stop there,
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Frafe &y CEO of Team Punta
Gowda. Readers may reach her at

e e PR b forda. oF

Tust last week | learned
from Mike Shafer, a
FEMA consultant, that
Chambers County, Texas
was insplred by the
lessons learned from
Charlotte County. They
saw how our local
cltizens halped formu-
late a solution that
spurred recovery heyond
the imaginable. Cham-
bers County Is making
sure that thelr cltizens
play an Important role in
the development of thelr
lomg-term recovery plan
factlitated by FEMA.
Your'll find a copy of this
planat
co.chambers. teus,
Shafer Is also document-
Ing Punta Gorda=sand
Charlotte County's
recovery. [t has become a
case study In how to
persevers and turn
adverslty Into positive
change.

[ also hear frequent
comments ke "We wish
we had an organization
like Team Punta Gorda
i (T et o £l inan
area of Charlotte Coun-
oy.d Itls a compliment to
the dedicated cltlzens,
business owners and
govemmental partners
who work together
focusad on a common

vislon. It
Is alsoa
testa-
ment to our ability to
waork through differences
of aplnion with a spirlt
of respect and under-
standing. Sometimes we
agree to disagres,
however, we all rematn
focused on the misslon
Yes, together we will
achleve more.

Earlier this month 1
had the oppormnioy to
spend time with mem-
hers of the Urban Land
Instinate, LI 1= consld-
ering using Team's
SUCCEss a5 a potentlal
madel to replicate in
ather areas of Charlotte
County cutslde of Punta
Garda. It's proven that
engaging cltizens in the
process of changs 1s
exgremely beneflcial to
commurdtles. While this
15 only In the discussion
stage, cltizens may send
an e-mall to Clilzen
ActtonCharloted
grall.com to express an
Interest in belng a part
ofa team ln your area,
Perhaps this s your chance
to be a part of an endeay-
ar as rewarding as Team's
collabaoration on the
Four Polnts by Sheraton.

If you want to joln

Tearn Punta Gorda
andfor volunteer, call us
ar 24 1-637-8326,

e-mall us at teamiE
tearnpuntagord a. org, or
vlslt our'Web slte at wwnw
teampuntagord s org.
Your contribuions are
also welcome,

Dant forget, the
Hihiscus Bloyels Tour 1s
coming up on une 20 in
conjunction with the
Natlonal Hiblscus
Festival. Again this year,
we're offering a 62-Mile
{Metric Century) Ride
and 20-Mile Ride for the
avld cyclists, We've
added a new 15-Mile
Ride for the more casual
rder lke me {no-
spandex and on my
recumbent tricycle). The
very popular Clty
Manager's Ride 1s an
apportunity to take a
slower trip and learn
about recent changes in
Punta Gorda. Ride
reglstration forms are
avallable on the Team
Punta Gorda Web slte,
Al fides Inchude lunch
catered by Slopview Cafe,
drink vouchers, goody
bags, and more. Pro-
ceeds support Team's
efforts to increase mult-
use pathways supporting
aur healthy lifestyles and
a "bicycle-friendly
community”

And please, shop and
dine locally, Our entire
business communlity
needs and deserves our
SUppOTL.




