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|GUR vIEw A3 Sunstaff writer Nell Hughes  imiprovements to business chamcter of the communities
revealed in his Sunday article on development to architechirsl they bt or adopied. But as the
ﬁaﬁ-ﬁg Elpgch'?ogé i‘:gjlgm standards, TEAM Punta Gorda downiturn of the past few years so
=t has helped businesses, residents vividly demonstrates, this reglon’s
cu IIlIIIlIIIItIES Eﬁggogggm[; ggﬁg‘:’ and local officials reach consen- well-being is dependent an
City of Morth Port, We don't st on would-be controversial steady, sustainable growth
“".Ist chal't own heﬁm the peal of protests from uhs;mjst:l,a: could have deralled aﬁrl-uwe-:ljglaway:hatdnes ru:-;I
some quarters that developers the city's remarkable recovery threaten the very attributes an
grﬂ\'l'th COUIrSeS i be allowed to run amok from the hurricane. resources that make it such a
when revlew processes such as Thi Urban Land Institute 1s desirable place tolive and visit.
. i development of regional impact now studying the partnership An engaged, Informed pubilic,
O are ellminated insome areas. But  hetween TEAM Punta Gordaand — pot moving targets in Tallahas-
politics, is alwys local we also doait concur with state E fargs
the clty for vse as a model of how see, will determine how we grow
Sen, Mike Bennett that the local, communities can address both ar not.

our Issues dominated the

2008 Leglslative sesslon,

the scandal that unseated
House Speaker Ray Sansom, the
incredible growing budget gap,
the stealth effort o open Forldas
shiores to ol and gas drilling and
an amorphous blob of a bill
known simply &= SB2E0.

Sansom will fade into history
as another politiclan with a dn
ear forethics, the budget will be
halanced as required by the stats
Constitntion and the ofl drlling
effart will be tossed Into the
landfill of durnb ideas, But SBa&0
15 here to stay, thelatest Tallahas-
sew tinkering with the growth
management process that adds
more uncertalinty and less
oyersight to Florida's key industry
— growth.

regional and state permlting and
revlew processes are UNecessary
duplications of effort

We have long had misgivings
about the concurrency policy
that SB360 partially undoes. In
many places, [t was seenas a
ticking time bomb that would
elther bankrupt local govern-
ments of stymie developments
with its Infrastruc e
require ments.

Fortunately, we have eal
examples locally of communides
taking control of thelr funures
regardless of the regulators i
Jouremanating from the capital
For example, TEAM Punta Gorda
has been a force for change in the
years since Hurrcane Charley
devastated thar city. With com-
mitkees exploring and advacating
Issues ranging from waterfront

calamlty and contnuity. The
organizations success has led
leaders in other areas of Char-
lotte County to ask why they
don't have a TEAM in

In Sarasota County, business
and community leaders behind
such organizations as Clilzens for
Sensible Growih and the Green
Business Partnership are framing
the debate over growth manage-
ment and sustainabdity, even as
competing groups vie for the ears
of elected officials and their
constitents. The vigorous
debate ensures neither extreme
will dominate public policy over
growth management,

‘We understand and share the
desire of exlsting residents of
Southwest Florida to preserve the




