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Think big — we've got to reach beyond our borders

ecently | heard a
R caller on a local

talk radio show
state that we need to
start attracting people
from citles farther than
Maorth Fort Myers and
Morth Port to our area. [
Interpret this to mean
we should be extending
our reach, our appeal ta
come and see what we
have to affer.

Americans for the Arts

conducted astudy In
2005, Arts & BEconomle
Prosperity III. The
findings of this study
revedled that narionalty
39 percent of arts events
attendess come from
ontside the counry (n
which the event is held.
The study also docu-
menied that non-local
attendess spend more
than local attendees.
Mot only will they
purchase artwork, they

dine In local mstanrants,

shop at other business-
es, and stay In local
hotels

W are attracting
others not only from
outside Charlatte
County but also
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out-of-state, The Char-
lotte County Visltors
Bureau tells our story
every day. My hunch 1=
it's working and our
reach Is growing.

At Team Punta Gorda
we challenge ourselves
to think big. We like to
Imagine beyond what we
think Is possible. We
enj oy envisloning what
we would Lke for our
community and then
flgure out how o get
there. Thinking big
helped those who
shaped the Citizens
Master Plan 2005, Lirde
would we know the
Impact that activity
would have on our
community in four short
years.

Thinking big helped
Team's Spokes and Tralls
Committee take a local
weekend bloycle ride
and In two years turn 1t
Into one that would have
significant reach. Our

recently
held
Hibiscus
Bioycle
Tour increased partici-
paton by 40 percent this
year over 2008, Let me
share some very Inter-
esting Information with
your, Ot of the 152
rders who participated:
A0 riders or 45 percent
wre from outside of the
Punta Gorda-Port
Charlotte area.

46 riders or 30 percent
were from 14 Sourhwest
Florida cities other than
Punta Gordaf Port
Charlore Including 14
rders from Naples.
Eighteen riders or 12
percent were from nine
clties troughout Florida
Including Ocala, Orlan-
do, Riverslew, Stuart and
the St. Petersburg-
Tampa area. Five riders
were from out-of-state,
Including two each from
Muncy. Penn., and

Fayettenille, Ga., and
one from MeCormick,
SC. Riders stayed in
local hotels and ate at
local restaurants and
lowed the area.

Aswe talked to the
riders who returned
from last year, they
specifically commented
about the very positive
changes In Punta Garda,
They told us as they
tonred the clby they kept
repeating to thems=elves,
“This wasn't here last
year.” These riders also
offered many sugges-
tions to help us grow the
event into an even
greater reach. We're very
Insplired.

The riders from
Naples were also
Impressed with the
cltizen effort here to
promote active lifestyles
and making this a
bicycle-friendly

community. Sorme of the
Maples fders were
from a citlzens' group
who are promoting
bicycle paths in Naples.
We also let them know
ahout the Punta Gorda's
Five-Year Xtreme
Makeover Celebration
on Aug. 15, They sald for
sure they won't miss
Joining us. For maore
Information, go o
Www, pgmakeayer colm.
Expanding our reach
and growing these
evenis wouldn't be
possible without the
support of many people.
Flease help me thank
aur sponsors — Punta
Gorda Club, Charlotie
Regional Medical Center,
GRAD Group at Merrill
Lynch, Charlotie State
Bank, Farr Law Firm,
Gulf Coast Benefit
Auctions, Peace River
Distributing, City of

Punta Gorda, Sky View
Café, and Tarpon Coast
Computers — for thelr
support; our volunteers
for planning and con-
ducting a great event;
Bileycle Center for
providing on course
assistance; and fellow
organizers Acme Bloycle
Shop and Charlotte
Connty Health
Department for thelr
leadership.

If you want to join
Team Punta Gorda
and/orvalunieer,
call us at 94 1-637-8326,
e-mail us at team&
teampuniagorda. org, or
visit ourwebsite at winw.
teampuntagorda. org.
Your contributions are
also welcome,

And pleasa, shop and
dine locally. Our entire
business community
needs and deserves our
support.




