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Fourth annual Hibiscus Festival Bicycle Tour is Saturday

By SANDRA PRICE
TEAM PUNTA GORDA

This weekends sibah.
annual Punta Gorda
Hibiscus Festival will
feature the fourth annual
Bicyele Tour. Though mwa
ms.rswwer than the

biscus festival itself, chis
eveqnt is a popular additlon
tiov the oithier fam dhy-
friendly festivities and 1s
expectad to be a hig draw
again thisyear.

Beglnning at & a.m.
Sal oyclists from
across the county and
state will pedal through
Punta Gorda and Char-
lotte County on one of
four planned rides of

m&en&h&mﬂ

Organized by TEAM
Punta Gorda, Acme
Bicyele Shop and the
Charlotie County Health
Department the Bloycle
Tour offers rides for every
level of ability, from the
novice cyclist o the long-
tme enthusiast All four
rdes begin and end on the
waterfront at Gilchrist
Park. headquarters for the
dayk activides. And all
four rides require helmets;
fun lsrit fun it En't safe,

FRiders have a cholce of
four rouies, Beginners and
those whio want a non-
strenuons tour of the cliy
are irvited o sign up far
the Ciry Managers X
Tour leader Howard Finik
will make frequent staps
at various locations along
the moute during which he
will give updates on
various ol g, cis
In Ihep-asnlagj .
revitalization of Purta
Gorda. Thisride is our
cwm Tour de Punita Gorda.
[tis being billed a=
“Spandex-fres,” bloyclir
slang for the equivalent of

adownhill skiers bunoy
slope, There will be plen
ocfri: dme bu.lltn:n;pl.fJ &/
you're outof condition or
st by as a cyclist,
Jrhulsls ﬁ?ﬁfor}m

The Cuarter Metric
Century ride covers 15
miles, The Half and Full
Metric Cenmury Rides
cover 20 and 62 miles
respectively for mon
challenging rides. In case

ure wondering, the
Eﬂ uarter, Half, and Full
Century files for these
fdes derive fram thelr

GTX, IefL and John Walter's 1954 Hudson Jat, rij

distances In kilometers
Even though the United
States falled to embrace
the metrlc gpstem, athletes
are fimmby on bo

the sandard used around
thie world.

Leaders for the two
longest rides of 100
kllometers and 50 kllome-
ters are Ken Lovejoy and
Kerr Black of Clear
Channel Radin. Join them
for a thorough workout,
TEAM Punta Gorda CED
Mancy Prafke s leading
the 25-kilometer slower-
ride, spandex-free toor
She said, “This Is the ride
for the fun-loving and
casual dder Bring the
family ora group of
friends and enjoy pariici-
pating together.”

She promises no rider
left hehind.

Becauss the Bicycle
Tours are sucha popular
event, parly regisiration Is
TECOITIE Asan
Incentive for earky
responses, there is a 35
discount on each dde On
the day of the rides, the
Century and Half Century
will cost $40. The Quarter
Century and Manager's
rides will cost 320, Co to
any of the threeWeb sites
listed below to download
an entry fonm. Phone
TEAM Punia Gorda ai 941
637-8226for the answers
Lo ANy questions not
coversd on the sites

Included in the regstra-
tion fee forall adult riders
15 unch catered by the Sky
View Café, Plus, each
participant will recelve a
water botlle, a sch bay
and a psnofblq-‘cmg ¢
socks, In addition o all the
abiove, participants will
have the satisfaction of
suUpporting two mest
worthwhile canses: TEAM
Punta Gorda and thelr own
personal health. One of the
goak of TEAM' initiathes
I8 Improving quality of life.
And Charlotte County
Health Department's
objectve In promoting
heari-healthy bicycling s
to help praolong that life

Bicycle Tour regjsira-
tion begins at 7 a.m.
Sarurday at Glchrist Park.,
The firstride starts at @
am. and others follow at
10 mdnute Incervals, All
rides end back ai thelr
stariing place,

The Hihiscus Festival
Bloycle tour Is one part of
TEAM Punita Giordas
Spokes and Tralls initia-
tive. Tt was Inspired by the
national Ralls-to-Tralls
program, which & under-
taking to furn disused
rallway lines intoa
natlonwide network of
%uﬂ hikirig tradls.

s Spokes and Trails
Committes 5 a coapera-
thve effort among govern-
ment officlals, businesses
and hicycle clubs aswell
as Individual ¢
enthuﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁm Is
always room for more

ol nterested n

Ing. Youcan join this
group or amy TEAM
committes by signing up
o TEAM s Web site, e-
malling tearmnpanta
gorda.com, or phoning the
office at 241 627- TEAM.

Thesa Bicycle Tours, the
Spokes and Tralls commit-
tee and quartedycycling
events reflect the Cliy of
Punta Corda's efforts, In
partnership with TEAM, 1o
hawe the city designated a
Bicycle-Friendby Compan-
ol the League of
Agebnian BJc:fLIsIS.The
cliy's very first application
wrgaelgguemgﬂnedjn
Punta Gorda'’s qualifying
for Homorabile Menton in
the listings. This is an
Incredible achievernent for
afirst-time ap plicant

Because the Le
reaches cycling end
around the country and
the world, its recognldon
results In ncreased

DESLITE AL pclisis
Pinta Gorda o
become a draw o histbey-
Ists looking for new, safe,
riding vermes. Southavest
Horklak nea et
mameralmgaya.akrs Ita
popular destinatlon when
oither areas are suffering
through winter. The s=al of
approval from the League
helps artiract even mone
ccng'dLn’agw_ﬂmrsmmma

The Bicycle Tour is onlky
ane of the many Hibiscus
Festival actvities at
Gllchrist Park and other
locations around fown.
The Punta Gorda Naticnal
Hibiscus Festival Commit-
te has been busy this
year. What a line-up ihey
heve planned!

The regular third

Thursday Gallery Walk =
an early siart to the
weekerd. This month's
theme s, of course,

Ibscus. Browse the many
dovmitowm shops open
late, then enjoy a delicious
dinner at any number of
fine restanrants. After-
whards, join the Gultar
Arry at Gilchirist Park fora
Jam session. Bring your
owm lawm chalrs and stay
late

Then on Friday night,
FetUrn to Gu:lﬁgpaguat
& pum, for the Al Fresco
Dinner & Music Festival.
Enjoy the sunseat, then sty
tovwatch the stars come
out, The event continues
untll 11 pum..

Srarting ai 9 a.m.

Sal L after the depar-
ture of the bioyclists, there
will be fres bicycle helmet
fictings by the Florida
Deparmment of Trans-
portaton. This program
continues all morning at
Gllchrist Park

Avariety offood and
drinks will b on sale all
day Saturday, inclhad)

=I)Isl'h: augg&t seafooﬁ)g
Tohn's famous barbegue
and ather treats.

In addition to a farmer's
market offering locally
grown produce, vendors
will also have a varery of
plant=for sale, Including
tropicals, flowers and
hirts,

I you'd rather admire

= than awn planis, take a

tour of Punia Gordals
Secret Garders. Tickers are
o sale at Gllchrlst Park,
You can take the tour by
Trodley, bicyele or on foot,
Master Gardeners will be
avallable at mary loca-
tions to identify plants and
explain thelr care,

Free trolley rides o
historle downtown Punta
Gorda, and the Shreve
Street Hisiory Park will be
avallable all day Sarurday
‘While ai History Park, see
the Harry Goulding
Hibilscus Exhilbit and visit
[henevﬁ restored Price

soat the park

are the Trabue Land Sales
Office, thought to be the
oldest bullding in Punta
Gorda and now an art
and gift shop, and the
E: ar Ciottage, which

rs displays of artifacts
Erom thie days when
Florida dvaled Cuba in

PHOTO PRCYIDED BY LEE ROYSTOM
Veteran Motor Car Club of America antique autes like Paul Stameulis’ 1063 Plymeuth

t, will be an display. With the antique

cars in this photo are festival board membsr Mike Haymans, l=ft, Stamoulis’ godson
Hick Fokianos, canter, and Low Spaceo, right, president of the Harry Soulding Chapher
of the American Hibiscus Socisty.

SPONSORS

'Whke TEAM Punla Gorda,
e Bloyck Shop, and
Charote County Health
Department ongant=d ths
¥Ear's Hbbcus Bloyck Tur,
s woLkd Mol have been
poczbie wihout the genenus
conirbudons of 3 mumber of
sporsons. You can show your
support for the BicyceTours by
sgning up v ide on SaLmay
and by Tequenting the
bushesses whn Elp Lnderle
It

Specklthaks g o e
Tollowingg; Chancts Pegional
edical Center; Far law fim;
GBSD Grup at Menll Lyneh;
VLT Co ast Beneltt Auctions, LLT;
Pesace Phver| The
Puria Goma CILE; Sy visw
Ak & the Charotbe Courty
AXport; Tapen Coast CompuErs;
the dty o Punta Gorda, which b
s ppbying waer o keep riders
Indrates.

Above, riders
Bicyele Shop,
Bicycle Tour.

FHOTOS PROVIDED BY TRG

ister and listen to Earl Lang of Acme
below, before departing on last year's

the production of fine
clgars.

O view dozens of
beauriful antique cars
owned by members of the
Veteran Motor Car Club of
America,

Cirvislt the Visual Aris
Center for agulde to thelr
many Artin the Park
displays of wiorks by local
artsts.

Orwatch the Hiblscus
Sallboat Regatta.

O

S0 make sure you don’t
miss a minute of the
festivities. The festival
promises o be an excling
dary filled with a roul trude

Tibiscus tesind
Bicycle Tod!

= T 530, ACHE b
f;m%,‘fw- #

of activitles fior all rem-
bers of the family. And if

uare riding in ane of
’tﬁe four wumrg. don't forget
your helmet. Bicycle safery
Is no accident,

For more information
and Bicycle Tour entry
formsgtmac[ one O?MQ
organizers below: oo
cherlottechd. cory;

R WP R g e o
T PR ibiscus
o

T volunteer for any of
TEAM's projects or
commitiees, phone 941-
G37-B326 or e-mall
team @ tanm P agorda.
Carm.




