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Your efforts paved the way for great progress

riurnph over

tragedy. It feels ke

that should be the
manira of a small com-
munlty in southwest
Florida that was ravaged
by Mother Manire nearly
five years agn when
Hurricane Charley made
landfall on Aug. 13, 2004,
As the shock of what had
happened was setting in,
hordes of angels came
swooping in to help
begin something that has
been nothing short of
miraculous.

These helping hands
came from not just other
parts of Charlo e County
or Florida bur all over the
United Sates They
brought with them things
like gloves, water, Ice,
tonls, and kindness, Thelr
support was an enabler,
bioceted miorale, gave
encouragemeant, and
helped us see a dim light
at the end of the rwunnel.

Theses helping hands
Inspired citizens to band
together to form a non-
profit organization to
asslst the community in

Mancy Prafke

FPrafee s CEQ of Tham Punta Gorda
Readers may reach her at teamia
feaRpu i@t oD,
the ehullding process, collabao-
This crganization, Team ratlan
Punta Gorda, clearhy from

helieves that “Togethar
Everyone Achieves More,”
and from what you will
witness in Punta Gorda,
Itk visibly true.

Team Punta Gorda
ralsed the funds and hired
renowned urban planner
Jalme Correa, Knight
Professorof Community
Bullding at the University
of Miaml. Eight days of
chameties provided input
to avision of what a new
Punta Gorda could be,
which became the
Clizens' Master Plan
2005, More than 90
percent af it has been
Implemented or s in
progress, an amaging
result in fouryears, “Te
wotld not have been
possible without a
significant amount of

government enttes,
businesses, other nrgani-
zatlons, and local cid-
zens,” sates Roger
Peterson, president of
Team's board of directors.

When asked when the
recovery process will be
complete, Team CEO
MNancy Prafke replied. "W
wiew this as a joumey to
build & community better
than we had before. [t 1s
not a process of simpl
replacing what we had.”
FEMA has documented
the community responss
asa rmole model for other
communities thranghour
the United States.

Pleass come and see
our progress for yourself]
Punra Garda has new
restaurants awine bar
pubs; hotels; banks;

e -use commercial
bl dings with residences,
office space, parking, and
refall; a yacht club,
marinas; parks; an
Interactive fountain; a
perfarmance stage; a
conference and event
center; award-winning
affordable housing,
Incredible landscaping:
Punta Gorda Middle
Schiood; and rehabiliated
histore sructures like the
Connty Courthouss, o
House, and Charlorte
High School. Our 2.4 mile
Harborwalk and first
bicycle path are in
progress, This doesn't
Include all of the other
homes, businesses, and
government buldings
with new roofs, paint,
windows, and landscap-
Ing, all ghing the commu-
nilty a welcoming appeal.
Please accept this
special imdtation to come
to the free Punta Gorda's
Five-Year Xireme
Makeover Celebration on
Aug, 15 at the new
Lalzhley Park. Festivitles
begin at 1 pam., with

Charlotee and Paort
Charlote High Schaals
marching bands playing
gether symbolizing how
rival scheols had to share
the same campus after
Charlote High was
destrayed. Tralley tours
will be running to exhibic
marny of the new projects
i towm A huge children's
area will feature interac-
tve activities from Home
Depat; palice, fire, and
public works equipment
o wlew up close; face
palnting: juggling; the
Interactive fountain and
Payground; and more.
Hear energetic music;
watch cooking demon-
strations:, choose from a
wide varlery of food and
beverages concessions;
and purchase a commem-
arative poster. Hear
special messages from
dignitarkes like Sen. Mel
Martinez, L. Gow Jeff
Fottkamp, state Sen.
Mancy Detert, and State
Feps Gary Aubuchon and
Palge Kreagel Waich
dance teamns and view a
fabul ous fireworks display

at night. This will be a
festival lke no other! The
laiest detalls are avallable
AL W, P Ak eIV e COm.
Four'll also find a List of our
genearals sponsors who
are helping the Clty of
Punta Gorda, Punia Gorda
Chamber of Commerce,
Main Street Punta Gorda,
and Team Punia Gorda
make this d ay special and
fre!

Ifyou e 0 the area,
volunteers are needed for
the Kremne Makeover
Celebration in two-hour
shifts, handling out
programs, helping out in
the kid's area, checking
1Ds, etc. Ifyou are inter-
ested In helping with this
fun event, please contact
Tieam at teamé@ team punta
gorda.arg or 84 1-537-8326,
Your assistance [n making
this event a smashing
anccess |s appreclated.

Helping hands —your
generous deeds are
b t frult We
hoﬁﬁdlt rewarding
that we are well under
way in bullding a new and
vibrant Punta Gorda.




