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Hey citizens, keep doing great things for our community

here is one thing that has amazed

me about this communioe—

resflience. Let me define communi-
ty as Charlotie County. A natural disaster
arrived nearty four and ane half years ago
that significantly challenged this area.
The government strived to meet that
challenge but then It seems we've come
toengpect that from the government.
‘What differentiates our community from
others is that our citizens didn't sit back
and wait for the gowernment to come to
thelr ald; the citizens jumped into the
fray o join the government in the
TECOVETY Process

And recover we have! Government/citl-
zen partnerships have been created that
allowed us to achieve ecovery beyond
armything imaginable. & drive down 115,
41 through the countywill demonst=te
achierements We do this not just for
orselves but for cur families, visitors,
and future resldents and busin esses, We
do this to make our community the place
we want it o become.

The FE'd?ElEEI‘I.E'[EEJ‘I.CY Management
Agency, thar's right FEMA, has also taken
notlce, Recently, Charotte County, the
Ciry of Punta Gorda, and Team Punta
Gorda representatives were invited to
participate in a mentoring conference
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call to help a five-county
area of the Texas coast
that was severely damaged by Hurrcane
Ike. What an honor for our communiey to
be consldered a “role model.” We partci-
pated along with represantatives from
Windsor, CO whose town was ravaged by
a tomado; Pascagoula, Miss., where
muldple hurricanes occurred; and the
state of lowa where floods and tornadoes
have taken a significant toll. Each
community shared how they overcame
obstacles to put thelr communities back
together.

According to FEMA, one differentiator
that is making Punta Gordss recovery
unique = clearly the iInvolvement of the
cltlzens in this process. Following
Hurricane Charley people gathered
together o form Team Punta Gorda,
established a vision of what we wanted
aur communiy to become, and shared
that vision with our governmen tal

partners, The cltizens have remalned
Involved and the partnership continues
to flourish. The FEMA representatives
encouraged the Texas conferees to
emulate oure:m.rn[me and gamer clilzen
Involvemnent to help in thelr recovery
planning process and in establishing a
vislon,

Teday, Team Punta Gorda 1s one of
many organizations working to make our
entire communiry the most special place
towiork and play. These organizations
collaborate on projects to help ensure
success, Citlzens continue the visioning
process and make suggestions about
what they would llke tosee happen. Its

Team Punta Gorda encourages every-
one to get involved in this fun and
rewarding experience. There Is much to
be done and organizations are walting
for more volunteers to help Check out
Team's committess on our Web site at
www teampuntagarda.org. We also have
links to other community organizatlons

To join Team Punta Gorda as a member
and/or volunteer, call us at 941-637-6326,
e-mall us at eam@teampuntagorda.ong,
o wislt ourWeb site. Your contributons
are also welcome,

And please, shop and dine locally, Cur
entire business community needs and
deserves our support.

the commitment,
splirit, and hard work of
many that are making a
difference. Better yet,
we make lots of new
friends along the way.
It's what makes this
place we call home so
speciall When the
economic climate
turns the corner, our
cormrmniey will ke
“miles dowm the road”
from whers we wonld
otherwise have been,




