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Creating a legacy for our community’s future

early one year ago in this
N column I stated that TEAM |=s

“a very diverse group. We
pride cursalves in being Inclusive. We
welcome everyone, and we mean
everyone Team Punta Gorda volun-
teers are working people, retired
people, from all age groups | yes,
we're definitely not all senlors), men,
and women.” This Is all stll true. The
collaboration of many has brought
about significant resolts

And we've found yet another way
to tnvolve more of our cltizenry in the
continuous evolution of our commu-
nity. This I= a group that brings a
perspective lke no other and one
that we seasoned professionals
cannot match. [ hope I've pigued
your curoslty by now.

Faryears now we've ldentifled
Invalving the youth of our cormmuni-
ty as a goal. If we are golng to diversi-
fy the communiny, we must encour-
age the partcipation of people of all
ages to help us shape it Since that
first meeting last December with
three Charlotte High st dents,
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suppartive and
Involved parents, and
experienced TEAM
volunteers who are mentoring the
students, there are now 35 Charlotte
High siudents Involved and the list is
growing, Mow known as “Jr. TEAM,®
this group of young cltizens Is
Insplred to get involved in the
community beyond traditonal
community service projects,

Ir. TEAM Is already providing nput
to the Ciry of Punta Gorda'’s parks
master plan project and other pro-
Jects are being [dentifled. We're
exclted about the endless possibili-
tles of iovolving In TEAM in the wark
of our commitizes and projects under
way

“We need to make the connection

with what we study in school to the
husinesses and services we can help
bring to our communicy” sald Tyler
Cardillo, a Charlotte High sophio-
more, “For me, making a difference
will not only have an impact on our
community now, but will give myself
and others an op portundty to return
to & place where we have grown up to
further pursue our career paths and
Interests.”

Dievina Ganesh, a Charotte High
junior who is planning a career in
neonatal care, would love to bring
that spaclalty back hers someday.
“Being lnvolved with . TEAM is
exclting as I start to envision focusing
my attentlon now on something that
may benefit me in the future,” she
=ald.

TEAMs goal Is to make this
communiry one that our young
peaple will want to return to after
completing a formal education
process; whers they will want to Live
and wark, and raise their families.

Galning admission to universites
Is & very competitive process and one

where a student must show how they
have besn able tomake a contribu-
ton to thedr home communicy. Thess
students want to make a difference —
acommon goal with all of us who
partlcipate in TEAM Punta Gorda.

“This is an excellent way to tap the
energles and Ideas of our youth in
Punta Gorda,” sald Chadorte High
Principal Barney Duffy. “They have
demonstrated their leadership skills
at school. This program will
allow them to take It 6o the next
lewel.”

TEAM |s excited about the future
of Punta Gorda. [r. TEAM gives us
reasons to belleve In the legacy that
welre creating for the furure,

Tojoin Ir. M or TEAM Punta
Gorda as a member and/or volunteer,
call us at 941-837-8326, e-mall us at
team@teampuntagorda. ong, or
visit our website at www,
teampuntagorda.org. Your contribu-
Hons are also welcome,

And please shop and dine locally!
COur entire business community
needs and deserves our support!




