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We came; we celebrated; we
must continue the j Joumey

he memory of one

wvery speclal day at

Lalshley Park on
August 15, twio weaks ago,
Is selll wivid. Punta
Gordas Five-Year Xireme
Makeover Celebration
was one of the most wel-
attended festivals in the
park's history, Thank you
1o all whio sponsored,
volunteered, participated,
and made this day so
spaclal. Attendess came
from all over Charlotte
County, Southwest
Florida from Sarasota to
Naples, and beyond.

Matonly was the

Xrreme Makeaver a
milestone for our
achlevement and but also
an opportnity o thank
those whio helped us
along the way.
People lned up walting
for the guided trolley
tours that showed off 68
different constructdon
and revitalization pro-
Jects complated in Panta
Gorda in the last five
years, Tour participants
were amazed at not only
what was avallable In

Laizhley Park but with the
transformation of Punta
Gorda. Some Punta
resldents even learned
news things about thelr
own hometown.

More than four years
ago, when TEAM Punta
Gorda visited Delray
Beach, Fla., thelr Diown-
towm Development
Autharty executive
director told us to “walt
until you're ready o
Invite peaple into the
cornmunity. The worst
thing would be to invite
peaple o when you're
still In recovery mode.” It
was difflcult 1o hear those
wards back then, The
Xrreme Makeover Cele-
hration was a “coming-
ot partyl® We were ready
1o show off what we've
done and let the word
knonw our stary

Hurricane recovery was
the catalyst that has
hecome a story of
ransformation and
socletal change. [tisa
chromlcle of how peaple
from all over Charlotte
County worked together
o make a difference,
Punta Garda has blos-
somed into a destination
for peciplie togather.
Twhere they would
prevdously loak to
Sarasota or Fort Myers for
entertainment, people
are spending discre-
donary dollars right here
In Charlotte County.

et we are being callesd
to contnne this joamey
As much as has been
accomplished infive
years throughout Char-
lotte County there Is so
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much mare to do. We
have demonstrated that
the clizens can effective-
by work in partnership
with governmental
partners to set direction,
volunteer time and
talent, and Inspire the
greater community to
achleve a quality of lifs
never before thought
possible, What is happen-
Ing In Punta Gorda is
having a ripple effect
throughout Charlote
Connty.

Tust Imagine:

# The diversity of our
community growing with
new employers bringing
-:a.reer D%Tc-nunltles and

higher educe-
tlon c\cf'fe-n.n.gs.

#Vacant commercial
lots Infilling with new
businesses as we are
discovered as a most
destrable place o Live,
wark, and play

= The Inteconnecting
of multl-use recreational
tralls continuing through-
out Punta Gorda and
Charlotte County.

#The continulng
transformatlon of the
Punta Garda Harborwalk,
Charlotte Harbor's
waterfront, and other
water’s edge locales.

= Additional venues
emerging tofulfill a
demand for research,
harbor ecology, histaric
preservation, and the
arts.

# The collaboration of
City, County, cltizens, and
other organizations
continuing tobe akey to
success and emaining a
medel to other commu-
nltles across the nation.

It's mot too late to get

Invalved in the continu-
Ing transformation. Mot
only s it fun, It's very
rewarding! It's a chance to
meet many interesting
peaple and make new
friends. TEAM Punta
Gorda members reside all
over Charlotte County
and enjoy volunteering
on avarety of commit-
tees You'll find alot of
Information about TEAM
at www.teampuntagor-
da.org. If you have
questions you can
contact us at
teamdteampuntagonda.o
Ig or 941-637-TEAM.
Plaase remember to
shop and dine locally.
Our business communicy
deseryes our sup port.




