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Change: a collaborative
process involving the
whole community

housands of pecple
vlslt our cliy and
are taking nntice of
the transformation that
began on a historlc day In
August nearly five years
ago. W are truly blessed
to have a cltizenry that
takes great pride In our
community and thrives
onmaking I the best it
canbeand it shows.

What does It take 10
hring ahaut this change?
As an exampls, lets use
onecommittee of Team
Punta Gorda, Spokesand
Tralls, to see how are
going about belng change

nis. The word
“Spokes” refers ta
bicycles. The goal of this
commitiee Is io promote
safe b.lc}‘can%ln our
community. That sounds
simple encugh. With
literally dozens of
wolunteers working on
the varlous subcommit-
tees, "Spokes,” 15 it s
often referred to, s
making a difference.
Commirees are not only
comprised of carlng
cltizens but also Punia
Gorda Cliy Staff, Char-
lotte County Health
Department, Matropoll-
tan Planning Organiza-
don, the business
community, and other
non-profiis whe are
Interested In this
Program.

Spokes members have
attended the National
Blycle Summit in
Washington, D.C., and the
first Horida Bleyele
Surmmit in Tallahassee.
‘While in Tallahassee, we
had the oppormuniy to
discuss bicycle Issues with
our local legislative
delegation. Spokes
Interfaces with the League
of American Bicyelists,
will attend the Pro-Bike
Week in Florida, and Is a.
mermber of the Flarida
Blcycle Assoclation.

ecently Spokes
members {both Clty of
Punta Gorda staff and
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cltizens) submitied a
“Blcyele-Friendly Com-
munlry” application to
the League of American
Eicyclists, This Is a
prestigious deslgnation
thatwe hope to bring to
Punta Gords, making It
the first city In South-
west Florida to recelve
such recognition. Four
other citles in Florida
have recetved this
designation: Boca Ratan,
Galnesville, Orlando and
St Petersburg,

Spokes members have
been active in planning
meetings and discussions
on the developing Linear
park system In Punta
Gorda that wil link with
the Harborwalk. This
path and park system will
form the "ring around the
Clry* and also link to the
paths helng develaped on
Punta Garda's south side.
The Spokes goal Is for
Punta Gorda to become a
hub connecting to tralls
leading toVenice, Arca-
dia, and Fart Mysrs

Another subcommittee
Isworking on developing
abirycle Ioaner program
in the ciry. In many cines
this Is known as the
‘Yellow Blcyele program.
The gaal Is to have a flset
of yellow hicyeles that
residents and visitors
may use ko tour our
wonderful community.
The Punia Gorda Cham-
ber of Commerce,
Downtown Merchants
Assoclation, Maln Street
Punta Corda, and
Fishermen's Village have
Jolned in this effort.

Part of promoting
hicyeling s also holding
events. Quarterly Blkes
and Brunch events are
held to host no-spandex
rides for the casual rider.

annually that promates
education of notonly
bicyclist but also the
communiry. Bicycles are
street legal and must
ohey the niles of the
road. Cars must espect
bieyclists, too, and
provide a three-faot
buffer when passing a
bicycle. Don't forget to
wear your helmet when
riding,

The Hibiscus Bicycle
Tour Is comlng up on
June 20 and reglstrations
are already starting to
come. This year we're
offering a 62-mils
(metric century) nde,
30-mile ride, a new
addition of a 15-mile
ride for the more casual
rider, and the very
popular city manager's
ride. Ride wegistration
forms are avallable on
the Team Punta Gorda
Web slte at www.
teampuntagorda.org. All
rides Include lunch
catered by Skyview Cafs,
drink vouchers, goody
bags, and more!

Thanks to all of the
cliizers and arganizations
who collaborate to bring
about thess and many
othar changes Incur
communiry. If you want o
help with Spokes and
Tralls or join Team Punta
Gorda as a member
and/or volunteer, call us at
637-6326, e-mall s at
leamy@teampunta
garda.org, orvisit our Webs
slie. Your contribations are
also welcome:

And please. shop and
dine Locally. Our entlre
business communicy
needs and deserves our
suppari.




