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Punta Gorda previews county’s plan for new events center

By STEVE REILLY
STARF WRITER

PITNTA GORDM — The Ciiy Coun-
cll learned what Charlotte County
has planned for the events center in

downtown Wednesd ay.

Harvard Jolly architect Ward J.
Friszalowskl described the project as
challenging, especially trying to keep
within the countys $16.5 million
budget. Bui Friszolowski believes
that the mult-use center will serve

the communiry well

The 45,000-square-foot centerwill
be large enough for an exhiblton
with 110 booths or a formal dinner
seating S00 1o 900 people. The balld-
ing will also include four “breakout

was desiroyed by Hurricans Charley

on Aug. 13, 2004,

rooms” for meetings. The evenis space.
center will replace the Charlotie

County Memorial Auditorium that

Unlike the anditorum, which had
the northern portion of the property
devoted o parking fronting on the
Peace River, the new design calls for
a "great lawn,” neary the size of a
foothall field. The building will e
located onthe center of the property,
with large glass fronting on the river
to take advantage of the river view,

The southern porton of the prop-
erty will be devated to parking, and
Friszalowskl sald It will be engi-
neered to allow for the construction
of a parking garage. He did suggest
to councll members they could
expect o pay $20,000 per parking
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This corputer-genarated llustration 1s designed to show the breakup of the ‘mass" of
Charatte County's planned swnts center and not the architsctural design, The exter-
ar uf the bullding will reflact a misslon stde of architecture.
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When It came to the archi-
tectural style of the bullding,
Team Punta Gorda, a grass-
roots group that developed
the Citzens 2005 Master Plan,
questioned  the proposaed
deslgn of the project

“The deslgn of this econom-
leally and aestheticalty cructal
eVents center Is reminiscent of
Its industrial-style predecessor
and completely disregards the
personality of Its environ-

ment,* Team Punta Gorda
stated In a press release
Wednesday. *We belleve this
unimaginative design detracts
from the abvious efforts of our
downiown  businesses  to
rebnild with a conslstency In
wisual spirie®

Roger Eress, of Team Punta
Gonda, relterated his group's
concerns Wednesday. He sug-
gested the county and clty
were gnoring clty land-uss
and architectural  require-
ments that are Imposed on
private  property  owners.

“The concern [ have & a blg

square bullding in one of the
most Important pleces of prop-
erty In downtown,” Kress said,
“Baying this will be in misslon
siyle 1s ke saying a covered
wagon s a Lamborghinl®

Councilman Tom  Poole
defended the design.

“The important thing I=
what's Inside,” Poole sald.
“When you have a blg hollow
bog for people to be dolng
things, Its wvery difficult ta
make the outside the Eiffel
Tower”

Yo can e-muail Steve Redlly
it redfiyaEsuin-herld, com.




