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City’s team sees first fruits

Ribbon-cutting event
a sign of progress

By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — For
Roger Eress and other Team
Punta Gorda members, the
ribbon-cutting  Thursday
morming  for  the new
Thomas Ryan Assoclates
building  was  special.

Kress, president of Team
Punta Gorda, saw the build-
Ing as the first sign that the
grassroots group's Clilzens'
Master Plan is becoming a

reality.
“[t's been less than a year
since our (workshopj, and

It's Just Impressive that the
town Is moving that quick”
Eress sald, referring to Team
Punta Gorda's public work-
shops in March where resl-
dents and property owners
gave thelr input to Jaime
Correa, Knight Professor of
Community Building, Unl-
versity of Miami, whom
Tearn Punta Gorda hired o
lead the planning effort.

Teamn Punta Gorda rose
from the devastation caused
by Hurricane Charley on
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Provided by Thomas Pyan Associales.

This architectural rendeing shows how Shannon Gadbots, owner of the Thomas Ryan Associates red
estate firm, wanted his bullding to capture eld Punta Gorda, Gadbaks and his corsubtants, DEF
Carp,, worked with Taam Punts Gorda and city planners Into Incorporats an ofd feel 10 new constructian,
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Ang. 13, 2004, In the wake of
the hurrcans, Kress and oth-
ers wanted to put together a
master plan that might help to
coordinate and guide the
rebullding of the city.

"And It just beginning.®
Eress sald.

The Thormas Ryan bullding
on the 200 block of West Mar-
lon Avenue Incorporates the
new urbanism and historic
Punta Gorda  architectural
loak espoused by Team Punta
Gorda's master plan and cliy
planners’ goals for the historic
downtowm.

‘When Huwricane Charley hit
the ciry last year, the storm
significantly damaged the
building that Thomas Ryan
owner Shannon Gadbols was
lzasing and which had to be
demolished. Bven hefore the
starm, Gadbols said he was
trylng to buy the property,
but the storm gave him the
opportunity to start fresh.

"¥ou can't bulld a historic
bullding, bui we wanted to
make this a landmark bulld-
Ing In Punta Gorda,” Gadbols
sald. "It Is an Investment, so 1
had o look at the botbom
line, but I plan to be here a
long time.”

The $2 million project calls
for a two-story building that
will echo the style of the
Princess Hotel, a 1940s-era
hrick structure (n downtown
Punta Gorda, Gadbols Is even
golng oty to purchase
bricks from older butldings to
give his new bullding an old,
historic feel,

PflncsTs Hotel, and Shannon Gadbals, owner of

the look of the hotel,

“W are Just going to put a
modern twist to 1" Gadbols
sald, explaining how the basa
of the bullding will be ringed
with granite,

Cadbols added that he
wanted to build a bullding
“right,” so that it could with-
stand a hurrean:.

The new bullding will be
10,000 =square feet, 3,000
square feet larger than the
bullding destroyed by the
hurricane. His firm will ocen-
Py 7000 square feet, and the
rest of the space will be
leased. Gadbols hopes con-
structon will be completed
In June.

Gadbols working  with
Team Punta Gorda Is not sur-
prising, since he was among

Proveided bry Punta Gorda Community Desslopmant Departmsnt
This phote shiows downtown Punta Gorda along West Marlon Avenue In the 1940 On the aght is the

1t= founding members, How-
ever, he also sald he worked
closely on developing the
plans with the clty's Chief

mas Ryan Assoclates, wants his new bullding to reflect

It fits exactly with (Team
Punta Gorda's plan),® Gad-
bols sald. He and Hilston
both described themselves as

“You can't build a historic building,
but we wanted to make this
a landmark building in Punta Gorda.”

— Shannan Gadbois,
Troomiars Ryl bulding owner

Planner, David  Hilston.

“From (Hilston'sl guidance,
what the city wanted Punta
Gorda to look Iike and look-
Ing at {old photographs) of
what was here, (Correa) sald

having a “working partmer-
ship.*
“It's nlce to =ee a ground-
breaking,” Hilsion  sald.

You can e-mail Steve Reilly
at reilly@sun-herald com.




