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Team Punta Gorda sets new goals

By STEVE RELLY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Dan
Brubeck may have volced the
best description of where Team
Punta Gorda members see
themselves now,

“Think of blades of grass
under snow.” Brubeck sald o
the more than 200 people who
attended the first annual meet-

Tearm Punta Gorda Mon-
day. Last year, the grassroots

group ralsed the money needed
o create its Cizens Master
Plan zoos, which detailed the
rebudlding of Punta Gorda after
Hurricane Charley.

Brubeck sald the implemen-
tation of the master plan would
be szen taking root and growing
throughout the city, like grass

pushing up through the snow.
ne by one, members of the
varlous  committees  talked

about ongolng projects and

goals on which they are focus-
Ing, as well as how they are
working with Punta Gorda,
Charlotte County and ather
governmental officials to mest
those goals.

EBob  Peterson sald Team
Punta Gorda has come to real-
lze that housing, especially
affordable and workforce hous-
Ing, will be a challenge.
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“1f we don't have (affordable
and workforce]  housing,
where are the working people
golng to live?® Peterson said.
“With the price of gas at $2.50
or 32,60 a gallon, Igleyare not
golng to drive 30 and 40
miles”

Peterson also sald Team
Punta Gorda members are
working  with  Charlotte
County wocational educators
and developers o establish a
program to train 25 skilled
wiorkers.

“There is a shoriage of
skilled workers here in Char-
lotte County,” he sald, “That
will help perpe tuate helping to
build housing in the future.”

One project that may be on
the l'LOEIIIéD Is a jgl:lj[l land-
scaping project of Team Punta
Gorda and the city. The group
also plans to work with local
gardening clubs and other
organizarkons on other beautl-
ficatinn efforts.

Along with simple beautfi-

Team Punta Gorda has come to realize
that housing, especially affordable and
workforce housing, will be a challenge.

— Bob Petersan,
Team Punta Gorda member

catlon projects, John Benante
envisioned the city becoming
an artistic-orientated commu-
niry. Probably the most ambi-
tous project 1s o encourage
the couniy o lnvest more nto
the reconstruction of the
Charlotte County Auditorium.

“What that really provides is
amodern verslon of what was
there before,” he sald of the
county's present plans. “We
believe that center needs tobs
a gateway to the city for the
southbound U5 41 brid,

Benante sald he and other
Team Punta Gorda members
are develo ping abusiness plan
that can be presented o coun-
ty officials to show how the
new auditorium could be buile
and how it could support
Tis=li,

Nancy JTohnson has jolned

Team Punta Gorda as Iis
grants  writer.  Johnson
explained how Florida alone
has more than 4,000 founda-
tions that fund more than 389
rillion in grans, Atthis polnt,
she described Team Punta
Gorda members as research-
Ing what grants may be appli-
cable to theirefforts and goals,

As lofty as many of Team
Punta Gorda's goals appear for
2006, Roger Kress, the group's
president, recalled how dis-
tant and Impossible ralsing
$200,000 to hire noted planner
Jalme Correa and his planning
team appeared last year.

Tt cowld not be possible
without  the  community
Involvement,* Kress said.

You can e-mmail Steve Redly
at redllyasiin-henkd com.




