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Team Punta Gorda looks ahead to future projects

By STEVE RELLY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — More
than a year agn, when Punta
Gorda was still resling from
Hurrkane Chadey, Roger Kress
asked the ciry's Revitalization
Erard a question.

“What Is the clry going o do

to promote (redeveloproent?®

That question urmed out to
b the seed rthat grew into
Team Punta Gorda, the grass-
roots group that ralsed more
than $200,000 for the creaton
of the Clizens Master Plan
2005, The group hired Jaime
Correa, who ks the Enight pro-

fessor for community plan-
ning with the University of
Miarniand aleaderin the “new
whanism®  planning  that
encourages development of
neo-traditional, pedestrian-
friendly neighborhocds,
Teamn Punta Gorda will be
hodding Lis flrst “annual® meet-

Ing from 7 pum. 09 pon. Mon-
day at the Punia Gorda lsles
Civic Assoclation, 2001 Shreve
At The mesting b free and te
public Is welenme.

“50 hring your questions,” &
Team Punta Gorda announce-
ment of the mestng stated.

Kress and other Team Punia

Gorda members will not only
talk about what the group has
accomplished over the past
year but will audine its goals
for 2006,

Among its futue projects,
Team Punta Gorda and the

See TEAM, page &
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clry are working together to
landscape the 100 block of
West Marton Avenue. Other
projects and goals can be
found  on Team Punta
Gorda's Internet site  at
WWW. LB AP agorda. org.
The impact of Team Punta
Gorda on the ciry could be
heard in Mayor Steve Fablan's
“State of the Clty" address
when he sald, “T would be

temiss If I didn't thank Team
Punta Gorda for the work that
they did.”

Fablan described the Citl-
zens Master Plan as providing a
guide for the recovery and
mebuilding effort In the clty.

In Febmary zo00, Team
Punta Gorda garnered Gow, leb
Bush's Points of Light award.
The award recognizes thoss
Florida residents and organiza-
Hons that demonstrate exem-
pary valunteer service to their
communliy.

“1 think {Team Punta

Gordaj wery intuitive.” sald
Councllwoman Marilyn
Smith-Mooney. She described
Team Punta Gorda as doing
the right things at the right
time fior the city that garnered
a broad base of support from
the communiey.

That support could be seen
when Team Punta Gonda pre-
santed the plan t an overdow-
ing crowd and support at the
Sacred Heart Parish Center in
April

You ceam e-mudl Steve Redlly at
reilly@sun-henald.com.




